The Addreſſes 


Importing an 


ABHORRENCE 


An Aſlociation . 


Pretended to have been ſeized in the E. of Shaftsbury's 


Cloſer, Laid open and DeteQted. 


In a Letter 


to a Friend, 
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Perceive by yours of March 4th.that 
the Fermentation which the Nation 
is put into, muſt be cheriſhed by the 
ſame ways and methods that it was 
firſt occafioned and cauſed : For 
ſhould the heats and animoſities 

among Proteſtants be once ſuffered to al- 
{wage and abate, the Rowsſh Deſigns againſt 
the Proteſtant Religion and the Liberties of 
England,would not only miſcarry and prove 
abortive z but they who have been wheedled 
to betray God and their Country, by con- 
tributing ignorantly to the promotion and 
ſervice of their Ends, would be the firſt to 
expreſs their Indignation againſt the Papilts, 
both as an effe& of their retentment, for ha- 
ving been through their influence, thrown 
into a Lunacy and Delirixm, and as an Evi- 
dence to the Kingdom that they are at laſt 
cured of their Diſtration. And therefore 
the Operation and Efficacy of the Declara- 
rion againſt the two laſt Parliaments being 
wholly ſpent, I amnot ſurpriſed to find an 
advantage taken from a pretended Paper, 
importing an Unlawful fſoc:ation againſt 
the Government; for the perpetuating ran- 
cours amongſt His Majeſties Leige People, 
and the caſting thoſe back again into a Fea- 
ver, who were recovering their ſenſes, and 
coming to a ſedate mind : And as all men are 
- worſe upon Relapſes thin they were of their 

firſt Diſcaſes4 ſo we are not to think it 
ſtrange, that people are more extravagant in 
their late Addreſſes, than they were in the 
former, But there being ſo many things to 


be {aid in return to your Letter, and being 
by Command confined to repreſent my 
Thoughts ia one Sheet, I ſhall Preface no 
farther, but apply my ſelf to obey you in the 
moſt compen4ious manner I can, 

Nor ſhall I pronounce that of the late Ad- 
dreſſes, which a Celebrated and Court-Au- 
thor doth, concerning thoſe made to Oliver 
Cromwell ;, namely, That they 
were no other than Leagues Memento 24 
Offenſive and Defenſive between Edit, p. 29. 
him and the Fattion , and that 
while bis Care was for engaging one Party, it 
was for deſtroying another. For though lome 
little Folk, who officiouſly manage this at- 
fair, may have ſuch a ProjeR, yet it is im- 
poſſible that His Majeſty ſhould either pro. 
pole or countenance fo baſe and deftruive 
a Deſign, 

Nor will I ſay, That it had been but reaſo- 
nable, That they who do embark in new 
Addreſſes, ſhould have firſt ſeen the fruits 
and effe@ of their former : For whereas they 
ſeek to juſtifie themſelves in what they did, 
by the Aſſurances which they ſuppole His 
Majeſty gave them ol having frequent Par- 
liaments, though he had Diſſolved Two or 
Three, without giving them time to peric& 
thoſe Important Matters which the whole 
Nation apprehended they were called for ; 
{o- it would bave been ſome Argument of 
the Candor and Sincerity of their intentions 
in what they did before, if they had ftor- 
born their late Applications, till they had 
found that they were not miſtakenin the 
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' unaccountuble exp:citions upen * 


er 1's pon wich they th.nk to VInGerate 
thcrat-lve, ior what they then did. 

Neither will 1 infiſt upon this, That it 
hid b.come them to be w:!] aſſured that 
there was fich a Peper filled an Afſoceation 
f;uni in my Lord Safts! x:y*s Cl: ter, be!ore 
they took upvn thei to talk 16 loudly of 
it, an! vent themlclves in fo ita2ge and 
'” Gwyns 
bare ſuggeſtion of iuch a thing. tor as It 
is moſt certain, that it was not ih. 'ounda- 


tion of ny Lords Apprickenſto! 4 Come 
mitment, ſeeing the Bag into whici. if vas 
put, when faid to be feilcd in his 297 haps 
Study, was not opencd till after /1:s Con- 


finement in the Tower for High Tre:'on 
fo it is not impoſhle bur that they who 
had the confidence to impole other things 
upon this Noble Peer in the printed Rela- 
tion of the preceedings at the Ol1-Bayly, 
than were depoled by the Wiunefles in 
Court, might with the fame liberty and 
for the {ame «nd, forge and invent this Pa- 

r, and acribe it to his Lordſhip. For 
whcreis Smth upon. giving his Evicerce at 
the Bac {:id, that the Earl of Shafts- 
bary told him be was lorry that the King 
faw uot bis danger , &c. They who un- 
d-rtook the communicating thoſe proceed- 
z '85t0 the World, make 53m declare up» 
on Oath that the (aid Earl told him, he 
was glad the King ſaw not 5s danger. 

Nor ſhall 1 infiit upon this, That it had 
been but congruous, and what became Ezg- 
liſh men, to have teſtiiied their deteſtation 
of the many late $44: Plots whereby our 
Excmies have been en-eavouring to de- 
troy Loyal and innocent Proteſtants, as 
well as their declaring an & bhorrency of a 
pretended Afociarion againſt tie Monarchy 
and the rather, becaule the forging 
ccimes for involving guiltlels pertons in dan- 
ger, hath been real, whereas ſuch an /Af- 
ſociation as the late Clamour is raifed up- 
on, was, for what vet appears, only feigned 
and imaginary. We have ſeen fome of the 
beſt pertons in the Kingdom caft-into Pri- 
{ons and arraigned in Courts upon malici- 
ous ſubornations, and Popiſh £þ.m2 conſpi- 
racies z but no man can produce {o much as 
a Name ſubſcribed to any Paper, where- 


by to perſwade himſelf or others of a com-. 


bination againſt His Majeſty and the Co- 
vern;ment, Nor can they be thought to 

ar any great Loyalty to the Ring, who 
have not tome regard for the fafety of his 
Proteſtant Subje&ts, and the preſervation 
of the Proteltant Religion, And there- 
fore while ſome are fo buſie here and 
there to gather hands to Addreſſes of 
another Nature, it were but a ſeaſfonable piece 
of ſervice to tnz King, and a duty which 
all Law both Dtvine and Humane will jvſti- 
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fie, ior others to mike anAddreſs to His 
Majeſty, that we may have the benefit anc 
prot«&tion of his Government, and that our 
Liv.s and Eſtates may be defended from the 
mace of rhole, who by hiring and ſuborn- 
ing meicinary Villians to twear forged 
Crimes againſt us, have bcen unweariedly 
deſigning our-ruin. And as it is not to be 
luppoicd that. an application of this nature 
woru!d be unzcceptable to the King, the end 
and aim 604i his Reign being not only to look 
aft-r our obedience to his Law, but to {ce)that 
we are kept fafe from the wrath and rage of 
our Enemies z [o it would tend to the honour 
of London to lead the way to others in fo ulc- 
iul, and at this time fo neceſſary a duty, 
N::r ſhall I do more but barely intimate, 
that it looks i}, and ſeems calculated for r.0 
200d Gelign, to find Addreſſes for difſol- 
ving Parliaments, and abhorring all 4f- 
ciations, countenanced and promoted , 
while Petitions for a Parliament were for- 
bidden by Proclamation, and the Fetitioners 
pudlickly reprimanded, For ſuppoſing that 
lome one Paper hearing the Name of an 4/- 
ſeciation, was unduly tram”! and worded 
is this a juſtifiable ground to ridicule and 
Abhor every, Aſſociation, tho? never. 10 
well adapted for the preferyation of His 
Majeſties Perſon and Dignity, and r.; amo- 
ted in a Parliamentary way, and not to take 
effec till it receive the Royal ſtamp? How 
ſtrangely does it look in a well-poverned 
State , to find ſuch a one as the Mayor 
of Gl. who was admitted into the freedom of 
that City, for the good ſevice which he did 
in fightingagainſt Charles Steward. at Wore 
ceſter, (as the words inlertcd in their Towns 
Book bear) to be hugg'd and embraced for 
advancing Addreſſes of one comple&ion, 
while in the mean time many Loyal Gentle- 
men who ſhed their Blood, loſt their Eſtates 
and underwent Impriſonment and Exile 
for the Ring,are frown'd upon for offcring ta 
appear in applications of another figure. 
Men of Principles a& always uniformly 3 
whereas ſuch as are ſway'd by.intereſt , 
are ready to engage with the ſame heat in 
every thing that. lyes in. ſubſerviency to 
their gain, Some people think it not enough 
to attone for their former ations by their 
future Loyalty, but they ſeek to expiate 
their Crimes on one ſide, by running into 
illegal, rigorous, and mad exceſſes on the 
other. And I heartily wiſh, that an 
eminent Magiſtrate in the City of London, 
may not hope to make a compenſation for 
having bzen a Clerk to a Regiment in the 
War againſt the late King, by complying 
with and purſuing whatloever ſome men 
about the Court, or ſuch who are influenced 
by thoſe that are, put him upon. But 
what is this age degenerated into, that they 
who 
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who have ſerved themſelves of Difſ:nters 
in order to their getting into places-of 
Truſt , by proclaiming what bleſſed 
opportunitics they have enjoyed with that 
{ort of men under this and that Nonconfor- 
miſt Miniſter, ſhould inſtead of «::preſiing a 
concern forthe Proteſtant Religion antwer- 
able to the ſtations they are iti , 
not only abandon, but from weaknels, fear, 
or worle Principles, fubmit to be Tools to 
accelerate its ruine, 

However | am ſure the Government hath 
no cauſe of apprehending danger either 
from Phanatick Preachers or People, {ering 
ſome of the moſt fam'd amongſt them, af- 
ter having Heen a hundred times deceived 
and impoſed upon, are ſtill ready to he 
brib'd by a dinner or a {mile, or wheedled 
by a fair word to co-operate with their e- 
nemies, and become inſtrumental of their 
own deſtrution, And theretore it is to he: 
defired, that ſome of the diſſenting Erclefj- 
aſticks would be contented with Grace, 
which is the Talent that God hath pizen 
them, and not pretend to Civil Wittom, 
lecing it is evident to all the world, that the 
Great Diſpenſer hath withheld it from th: m. 

Theſe thing being briefly intimated, it is 
now time to advance thoſe Reflexions and 
Obſervations which we judg proper to be 
offered upon the occaſion of the late Ah- 
horring Addreſſes. Nor will it be amiſs in 
the firſt place, to take notice how ſome 
mens opinions concerning theſe kind of 
Applications, do alter and vary according to, 
and in correſpondence with the deſign and 
intereſts which men ſerve. For the very 
perſon that is not only principally employ'd 
in framing the draughts which are remitted 
into the Countrey, where Lieutenants, Juſti- 
ces and Curates, are commiſſioned to pro- 
cure ſubſcriptions to them,but whoſe Province 
ir is to publiſh their ulefulnels ro the Go- 
vernment, and to make the world helieve 
what ſecurity the State receiveth from them 
in order to its ſupport in the purſuance of 
preſent Councels: I ſay, this very Gentle. 
man had different thoughts concerning a d- 
dreſſes ſome years ago when 'they came in 
ſholes ro Oliver (romwell, and with grear 
multitudes of hands ſubjoined to them, from 
what he now hath. 

For ſays he, Thoſe numerous and preterd- 
ed Applications, as they were but an - r- 
tifice to piece up the Proteftors broken Power 
4s far as well it could be, q 
they were but falſe Gloſſes 
upon his Power, and Crom- 
wel was too wiſe to think 
them other. For being gain- 
ed by contrivement aud force, or at leaſt by im- 
porturity\, half a ſcore pitiful wrerches ſtiled 
themſelves the people of ſuch oy ſuch a Comnty, 
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and there was the Total of the reckenirs. 

But we may the les wonder at this cianZ* 
of Judgment in ſome men, as to the ig, :1ti- 
cancy or in{ignificancy of Addreſſe:, it we 
conſider how the opinion of the Papifts is 
much altered from what it was 90 years 220, 
as to the Right which the next in the Royal 
Line hath to inherit the Crown aſtcr the 
Ruling Prince, For whercas we have no- 
thing from them now, but that it is an un- 
pardonable Sin to exclude the Prilumptive 
Hcir, be his Principles what rhey will, and 
our Can cr from him in cate he turceed, ne- 
ver lo viſible 3 they fpake another kind of 
Langvage towarcs the end of Queen E:12.4- 
beths Reign, when they forefaw that a Pro - 
reſtznt was likely after her to alcend the 
Throne ; namely, That Succeſſi- 
on to Government tu neither eſix- Sre Dule- 
bliſhed by the Law of Naturs.nor man. 
the Law of Revelan;:, buf or.ly 
by Hunane Saiiltions, whico men my cat 
ard alter as thur in:ereſt actermines thi: 
For thongh they tell us now of the 1nG1t- 
pen{able Oblizations we are uncer, of fi:b- 
mitting quictly, in c: fe His Ve jſty frovid 
Die, to the D. ci Y. alb:it we cannot bur 
think the {ubverſton of our i&clicion and the 
cxtirpation of eur feives reacy to entue 
thereupon ;, yet they were pleated to tell 
our Anceſtors, that no Free people were un- 
der Ties to the next of the Royal Line, buc 
that they ought to put the Secpter into ſuch 
a ones hand, unCer whom they might pro- 
mile thenitclves to live with Safety and Ho- 
nour. 

But we m2vy the more eaſt'y pardon the 
Papifts for fitifting Principles according to 
the poſture which ther affairs ftand ir, if 
we will objerve how the Proteſtants of this 
Age difter from theſe of the former, in re- 
ference to the Cuty of ſubmitting to, Or CC - 
barring a Popitſa Succeſſor : For whereas 
heretotore not crly the whole Clergy, but 
the Nobility and Gentry, Courtiers as well 
as others, derived their main Arguments 
againſt Mary Queen vt Seots, from the Can- 
ger that mhc Proteſtant Religion would Fe 
in, if bring in their power, ſhe were ſuftercd 
to ſurvive Queen E/zzabeth ; It is now come 

.to pals, thar many of all Orders and Ranks, 
who pretend theraſclves Proteſtants, are not 
only contented that a Fopiſh Prince may be 


m, 


. Ciſpenled with as to his Religion himlelt, 


and live quietly amongſt them, but they tecm 
uncaſie in having a Froteſtant King, and 
long to have one of Fopiſh 
Prirciples to Rule over them. 
How dilagreeable as to a Po- 
piſh Succeſſor, are the late Ad- 
dreſſes, frem the Fetitions, Votes end Ads 
of ParlFament, ard the c:rriave ofthe whole 
K 024207910 the 14 25. 28 ard 29 3 
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Queen Elizabeth? Tlicn an Aſeciation to could cntertain no friencſhip for the King, 
Revenge the Death of the Queen vpon the who adviſed him to diſſolve the Parliament. 
Papiſts, in cale ſhe came toan untimely end, before that Bill was prepared and paſt; tv 
was eſteemed a piece of Loyalty, and pro- it is apparent, that wheloever countenanceth 
moted by the Chief Miniſters 0! State . but the abkorrence of all \ſſociations , does 
now the Abhorring not only an ill-fran'd what in him lyes to leave the King open and 
Paper bearing that Title, but all kinds of gaked to the helliſh deſigns of the Romith 
Aſſociations of this nature and tendency, it Faftion, 
His Majeſty ſhould fall by Popiſh hands, is Noris it unworthy the ſerious confidera- 
accounted the CharaQter both of a good Sub- tion of all Loyal perfons,how they have both 
jet, and a true Church-of-England man. provided againſt the revenye of the Nation, 
Do we live in the ſame Clime that our Ance- and for their own eſtabliſhment in Power, in 
ſtors did ? or Goth the like generous Blood cafe His Majeſty ſheuld be taken off; for as 
run in our Veins, which did in theirs? Alas, they have excluded zll endeavours of reven- 
by running counter to the wiſdom of 6ur pinp his Dzath, by getting every thing r:idi- 
Forefathers, we proclaim our fclves a de- cul'd and athorred, that lics in a fubſcrvien- 
cencrate Ifiue, and are a reproach to the CY tiereunto ; io they have taken care (or 
Memory of them who begot us, and who their own fafety aſtzr the perpetration of 
trankmirted the Proteſtant Religion and fuch a Villany, by obtaining all places Civii 
Engliſh Liberties down to us! and Military to be fiijed with fuch in whom 
And as all Addreſſes of this Nature tend , they may intirely confide. And as it is not 
to render the King, who ought to Reign long fince the King of Portugal was laid a- 
in the hearts of all his People, the Head fide and confined to the Tercera's ; lo it is 
meerly of one party and that a very incon- remarkable, That it was cfic&ed without a 
ſiderable one if compared with the bulk Blow, and by this more than any thing elle, 
of the Nation} ſo they only ſerve to pub- That there was none 1n publick employ, but 
liſh to all the world the diſtraRions of the who were 7Zcalots for his Brother that ſup- 
Kingdom, and to proclaim in the face of planted him, and ſtept into his Tnrone. 
the Sun the weaknels of the Government. But are {uch as Subſcribe thete Addreſics, 
What do the foreigneis ſay upon the peruſal ſenſiyl!e whereabout we are, and how much 
of our Gazets, but that either things are the Popilh intereſt is advanced within theſe 
not managed in England according to the two years ? tor hath not the D. of Y. intru- 
Laws of the Conſtitution, or that his Ma- ded himſclf into the adminiſtration of affairs 
jeſty of great Britain Reigas precariouſly, in Scot/and, without taking the Oaths which 
ſeeing his Miniſters ſeek to ſupport the the Laws of that Kingdom do require? Hath 
TrantaQtions of State, by courting the ap- he not at the ſame time that ke cauſed Pro- 
plauſe of a few little folk here and there teftant Diſſenters to be diſturbed and appre- 
through the Kingdom? Nor can any {ort hended, permitted Mals to be ſaid under the 
of men do the King a greater diſſervice, ſame Roof, or at the next Door ? Hath he 
than to adminiſter grounds to our neigh- given any ſecurity to Proteſtants there, for 
bours abroad, to entertain ſuch ſentiments their ſafety in the Profcſhon of the Prote- 
of us and our affairs, I tremble to think Rant Religion, tho? he hath gotten himlelf 
what the wiſeſt amongſt our {elves ſay of excepted from all Tcfts that relate to the 
theſe proceedings; for tho” all men acquit preſervation or Liberty of it? Are not the 
his Majeſty (rom anv intentions but what are Papiſts inLencaſhire arrived to that boldneſs, 
gracious as well as juſt ; yet they cannot but as to Murder His Majeſties Officers in the 
jadg that ſome ill men are by thefe Addreſſes diſcharge of their Duty, and to reſcue Re- 
endeavouring to number the People, and 10 cufants out of the hands of thoſe that had ta- 
enroll Partifans for ſome hidden" deſign, ken them in Execution ? Hath not the High 
But the moſt fatal effe and conſequence Sheriff of Northnmberland carried Etqs 
of theſe Addreſſes, is the depriving the Riddel and Eſq, Claverine, and divers other 
King of that ſecurity which the wiſdom Papiſts who were Priſoners for the Popiſh 
of the Parliament had provided for his Per- Plot, to Edenburgh, to Kiſs the Dukes hand, 
fon againſt the Papiſts. For as nothing is ſo and this both in defiance of all Law, and a- 
dear to a true Engliſh Parliament, as painſt his Truſt ? But it would require a Vo- 
the Life of their Sovereign; ſo the beſt lume to recount all I know of this rature;and 
expedient which our late Parliaments could therefore ſhall only add, That they muſt be 
think of to prelerve his Majeſty from the prepared to worſhip the Hoſt, and wear 
dangers which he was expoſed unto from Chains, who either promote or lublcribe the 
the conſpiracies of the Romiſh Crew, was Addreſſes which are now carrying 0n, 
the propoſing an Aſſociation amongſt Pro- I am 
teltants to revenge his Death, And as they Sir, intirely yours, 
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